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frequent repetition it is naturally remembered without
difficulty. Lessons must not be given for two con-
secutive hours. The pupil must listen to the teacher
in silence, he must say nothing, and ask no questions
during the lessons so as not to interrupt the others. All
questions must be asked after the lesson. (7) Have uni-
formity in everything, both in the methods of teaching
as well as in books and precepts. Let the grammars
correspond with each other as far sC ma&be, whether
they be in German, Hebrew, or Greek. (8) First teach
the thing itself, then the manner of the thing. Give no
rules until you have given the matter, the author, and
the language. JR.ules without matter confuse the under-
standing. (9) Teach everything by experience and
inquiry, piece by piece. Authority is of no value by
itself unless ground and reason be there also. No rule
or notion will be imrj|anted in- the mind unless it has
.been verified and fdurid correct by proof.
John Amos Comenius or Komenski was a reformer of a
more vigorous type. He was born at Nivnitz, in Moravia,
in 1592. When he was twenty-six years old the Thirty
Years' War broke out, and unfortunately the whole of his
manhood was coincident with that disastrous period.
In 1616 he published a short Latin Grammar, to intro-
duce a better method of learning the language. In 1627
he produced a short methodology, or course of study,
and at Lissa, in Silesia, in the year 1631, he wrote his
first great book, the 'Janua Linguarum Reserata/ the
door of languages unlocked. It consists of a number
of dialogues and remarks on familiar subjects, with trans-
lations on the opposite page, and simple illustrations.
It soon made the tour of Europe, and was translated
into twelve languages. Seven years later he was invited
to Sweden, but he refused the invitation and devoted

